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Pic Up

WIHEN CHEF AMHE-SSPHIF
Fie was awarded her Uird
Milelictn star in 2007, she
bevame the fitst Franch
WOIMEN S0 fanorsd o mors
hen 50 yoar=, Yoo migh
have cxnacted FSt to upen

a restaurant in Farls.on the
shiength of it (Her baze is Va-
lznce, insohliwest France),

Mew venture Pic ai the
Beau-Rivage Palace

but as with her cooking, she
likes to confound expecta-
tions, For her next move, Pic
has taken over the dining
room at the grande-dame
Beau-Rivage Palace hotel on
the shores of Lake Geneva
in Lausanne, Switzerland.
The reconfigured space is as
pared down and elegant as
her cooking, even echeing.
its play on layering, textures
and transjucency with float-
ing suede panels on the
walls. "Quite simply there
was a meeting of minds and.
a shared sense of family
and history with the hotel,”

" explains Pic, who made her
reputation at her fourth-
generation family property,
Maison Pic.

Unieual Pic's Beerlisinied
WSS I caiar

AL Beau-Rivage Palace,
she dellghts in exploriig
dishes that imaplods with fig-
dieh cerlere & corlrast hat
and wold, Theres suabme
Iteesemored piite-Taille witl)
W, LNy aged Parniesan,
menel s srd e,
and Slsteroe lamb wilh mel
teir Banah choess, sweet
CEVENNSS DIOrs; capars,
Black oivves and rocket
emulstan, Mz is imng ed by
Undsial smoked [asles toe,
Asmaragus b lighihy amoked
oiver heeeh and served
yith an exquiste faver of
Adulleine caviar Bven mare
Utimmventionzlly, |he subthe
fitler roast ol Rie Moun-
tzin coffie |5 an insplrd.
particr i law-tsmparal e
Blommen turizot, bulter
whisked with Mertan lamein
ancl gossairasthin avicl
made with fumig and = tint
o Abice Duttar, ) |ike
exall the roleof wegetanles
heyand micre rondiment:
it's part uf = more feminine
sensitility 1o cuisine i’ |
Iivarlably comert men, tog,
Picr gmve, amibiong.

Afangside her highly
contrasted many | “Crisp
and goft, sweat and acidy-
lated, light and intanse”],
Fic seives the legendary
crayflsh au grativ snd bass
with cavial—the dishes

‘oreated by her grandfather

Amdndand father Jacoues
that lirsl heiped win Maison
Pl Ihir=e-star status, "Fla-

' vors ars guch an important

part of aur memary,” she
explains with feeling. “This
is the way forward—io know
'the best from letore, but

to continue o find my own
creative cullfiary path.” Find
out more at wwwibrp.ch.

Gentle Pleasures.
The compact cit
of Christchurch is
full of Kiwi charm

AL VI PREST LGNS BT TERSLIE THT RN A
tional FlowerShow, beld in Mazchin Cliriat-
chuvch, Now Zealand, lucally borm Crysaders
afulAll Blacles serum half Apdy Ellis did
smething thatrugly players arewl generally
knuwn for: he picked np a gardening award,
Hehad bels from Jandscape-architect mate
Danny Kamo,and thetheme of iz silver
winniny entry—uiricker, beerand nutdoor
puremi s—was all macho,

Mumeof the pruple of Clhristohumeh wouldd
he surprised to feavn of EIHS precn fingers. The
South Island’s larpest city 1s obsassive about
grecnery, famed for its meticulously mani-

cured grecnswards—many of them rose gar

densin the fnglish style—and fully deserving
of ifs "Garden City® laeline Fawardin ponts

Aloat dowrn 1he peacen], winding rivér Avim,

while helmeted sightseers glide past om R ue-
istic Segyeay transporters. This combination
ol the genteel and the madern is typical of the
pace, which offers plenty nf arlistie, culinary
andrecreativnal apporiunities apainslapan
oramic backdrop ol ocean, peaksand plains.

“Christchurchis abeawtifully sreen, clear,

safe eitysaps Bl who appreciates that "it's
Toiminulestnsurlalthe heach and an hour
from a snowboard in the Svthern Alps.1en
fora culfee al (e funly cafés in town or graba
heer daven by the Avan”

Compact and friendlpare Christchurch's
operalive wrds. Studios and galleries flourish
in the Cultural Precinel, wuwio.culturalprecinet
ez, asmall bul drtistically rivh quarter fea-
turing the Arts Centre, the Christchorch At

HVERSHIHS

Culture cruise The famous
Pak Ou caves are a highlight

50

—BY SUDI PIGOTT

Sails Pitch

“A RIVER RUNS THROUGK iT"
could well be the unofficial
motio of Luang Prabang, the
former capital of Laos that
grants full meaning to the
atjective sleepy. And crulsing:
along the switling depths of the
Mekong grants an entrancing
panorama of both natural and
traditional Iife in the region.
The 130-ft. (40 m) Mava
NMekong launched this year and
salls twice daily, Journeying




